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Disclaimer: The purpose of this briefing is to provide a Regional weather threat assessment and is meant as a general overview. 

County/Parish decision makers should consult their local NWS forecast offices for the latest detailed, local weather information. 

To find your local NWS forecast office, go to www.weather.gov/srh.

http://www.weather.gov/srh
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Today 
• Isolated heavy rain possible along the TX and SW LA Coasts.

Thursday - Sunday
• Heavy rain/flash flooding threat continues along the TX & SW LA Coasts.

• A weak tropical depression may be moving across the western Gulf of Mexico on Thursday and possibly towards the 

TX Coast late Thursday/Friday.

• Heavy rain threat is likely to continue over S and Central TX on Friday and Saturday as this tropical feature moves 

inland.

Tropical Outlook
• Hurricane Florence is a major hurricane and will make landfall along the Atlantic Coast late Thursday/Friday.  

Impacts to FEMA 6 are not expected.

• Tropical Storm Isaac will continue moving west across the Lesser Antilles and into the eastern Caribbean Sea as a 

Tropical Storm on Thursday.  

• Hurricane Helene is in the eastern Atlantic and will remain in the Atlantic.   Impacts to FEMA 6 are not expected.

• An area of disturbed weather over the extreme NW Caribbean Sea and the SE Gulf of Mexico is expected to form a 

tropical depression by Thursday or Friday and move northwestward across the Gulf of Mexico.

• Formation chances in the next 48 hours…low…60 percent.

• Formation chances in the next 5 days…medium…60 percent.

Key Points
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FEMA Region 6 Threat Matrix
Sept 12, 2018 – Sept 16, 2018

DAY / THREAT WED THU FRI SAT SUN

Severe Storms

Heavy Rain / 

Flash Flooding
TX & SW LA Coasts TX & SW LA Coasts Central and S TX Central and S TX SW TX

Fire Weather

Tropical Weather TX Coast TX Coast

River Flooding TX TX TX TX

Very Common – Happens Often

Common – Happens Frequently

Uncommon – A Few Times a Year

Rare – Once Every 1-5 Years

Very Rare – Once Every 5-10 Years

No Weather Threats Expected

*Threat levels are based on FEMA Region 6 criteria. 

State or local threat level criteria may differ.*

For more details on the colors in the threat matrix refer to the last slide in this briefing. 
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Tropical Weather Outlook – Atlantic/Gulf

See http://www.hurricanes.gov for the latest on the tropics or any active storms

See next slides for more information on 

Florence, Isaac, and Helene. 

An area of low pressure is forecast to form over the central Atlantic  

Ocean.  Environmental conditions are conducive for some 

development, and a tropical or subtropical depression could form 

by the end of the week.

• Formation chances in the next 48 hours…low…40 percent.

• Formation chances in the next 5 days…medium…50 percent.

An area of disturbed weather over the NW Caribbean Sea and the 

SE Gulf of Mexico is expected to become a tropical depression by 

Thursday or Friday as it moves northwest across the Gulf of 

Mexico.
• Formation chances in the next 48 hours...low...60 percent.

• Formation chances through 5 days...medium...60 percent. 

http://www.hurricanes.gov/
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Hurricane Florence

See http://www.hurricanes.gov for the latest on the tropics or any active storms

Florence is moving toward the WNW at 17 mph.
Florence will continue moving toward the SE US and 

slow significantly as it approaches the coast.

Maximum winds are near 130 mph with higher gusts. 
Florence is expected to be an extremely dangerous 

major hurricane through Thursday night as it 
approaches the east coast.

No Impacts to FEMA Region 6.  

http://www.hurricanes.gov/
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Tropical Storm Isaac

See http://www.hurricanes.gov for the latest on the tropics or any active storms

Isaac is moving to the west at 15mph.  This 

general motion is expected to continue 

through the end of the week.

Maximum sustained winds are near 60 mph 

with higher gusts.  Little change in strength is 

forecast during the next few days.

This is something to keep an eye on for Region 

6.  While most models dissipate the storm 

before it gets to the Gulf, there are a few 

models that hold it together.  The extended 

forecast is highly uncertain.

http://www.hurricanes.gov/
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Hurricane Helene

See http://www.hurricanes.gov for the latest on the tropics or any active storms

Helene is moving toward the N-NW at 13 mph.  

This general motion is expected to continue 

with a decrease in forward speed through 

tonight.

Maximum winds are near 90 mph with higher 

gusts.   Some strengthening is possible during 

the next 12 hours, but a gradual weakening 

trend is expected after that time.

No impacts to FEMA Region 6 are expected.

http://www.hurricanes.gov/
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5-Day Precipitation Forecast & River Flood Status
Note:  Even though the image displays 5 days of forecasted rainfall, river forecasts only include 1-2 days of rainfall

See http://water.weather.gov/ahps for the latest on river flooding

River flooding working down the San 

Antonio River and Cibolo Creek will meet 

and cause moderate flooding for the San 

Antonio River near Runge and will stay 

elevated into the weekend.

Rain between Cotulla and Tilden on the 

Nueces caused the Nueces River at Tilden 

to crest right below major flood stage.  It 

will slowly drain towards Lake Corpus over 

the next week or so.

Soils are saturated everywhere south of 

DFW in Texas, so rainfall will runoff quickly 

and cause streams and tributaries to 

elevate with rivers to follow soon after.  

Rainfall late this week into the weekend is 

highly uncertain at this time (location and 

amounts), so the amount and extent of 

river flooding may change as we head 

through the week.

http://wather.weather.gov/ahps
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Today’s Weather
Forecast Chart Forecast Rainfall

Excessive Rainfall OutlookSevere Weather Outlook

Areas of heavy rain/flash 

flooding possible over STX 

this morning and along the 

TX coast throughout the day.
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Tomorrow’s Weather
Forecast Chart Forecast Rainfall

Excessive Rainfall OutlookSevere Weather Outlook

Isolated areas of heavy 

rain/flash flooding possible 

over the TX and extreme 

SW LA coasts.
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Friday’s Weather
Forecast Chart Forecast Rainfall

Excessive Rainfall OutlookSevere Weather Outlook

Heavy rain possible 

along/near the TX Coast.

A weak tropical system 

(perhaps a tropical 

depression) may be moving 

across the western Gulf of 

Mexico on Thursday and 

possibly towards the TX 

Coast.
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Days 4-5 Weather Hazards
Saturday - Sunday

Very Common – Happens Often

Common – Happens Frequently

Uncommon – A Few Times a Year

Rare – Once Every 1-5 Years

Very Rare – Once Every 5-10 Years

No Weather Threats Expected
Heavy rain/ 

flash flooding 

possible *Threat levels are based on FEMA Region 6 criteria. 

State or local threat level criteria may differ.*

For more details on the colors in the threat matrix refer to 

the last slide in this briefing. 
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Space Weather 3-Day Forecast

Click here for a 

Description of the Space 

Weather Storm Scales

Click here for the Latest 

3-Day Space Weather 

Forecast Text

Wednesday Thursday Friday

Geomagnetic Storms
Unsettled to Active 

(Max Kp = 4)

Unsettled to Active 

(Max Kp = 4)

Unsettled to Active 

(Max Kp = 4)

Solar Radiation Storm (S1-S5) 1% 1% 1%

Radio Blackout (R1-R2) 1% 1% 1%

Radio Blackout (R3-R5) 1% 1% 1%

http://www.swpc.noaa.gov/noaa-scales-explanation
http://www.swpc.noaa.gov/products/3-day-forecast


For more information, please contact:

National Weather Service

Southern Region Headquarters

Regional Operations Center

Fort Worth, TX

Phone:   (682) 703-3747

E-mail:   sr-srh.roc@noaa.gov

Web:   http://www.weather.gov/srh
@NWS_Southern_US https://twitter.com/NWS_Southern_US https://www.facebook.com/NWSSouthern

mailto:sr-srh.roc@noaa.gov
http://www.weather.gov/srh
https://twitter.com/NWS_Southern_US
https://www.facebook.com/NWSSouthern


Criteria for the 
color codes in 
this briefing is 

to the left, 
please provide 
any feedback 

to 
sr-srh.roc@noaa.gov.


